WEIR TOURS

NEW ZEALAND

Spirit of Kaimanawa
5th - 7th December 2026

A unique three-day journey discovering hidden treasures, magnificent country estates,
authentic Kiwi farming and the legendary wild Kaimanawa Horses.

Join us on an unforgettable short escape into the heart of the North Island. Experience genuine
rural hospitality, explore one of New Zealand's finest historic homesteads, discover authentic
Kiwi farming, and enjoy an exclusive opportunity to travel into a restricted military training
area to witness the legendary Kaimanawa Horses roaming free in their natural environment.
With comfortable accommodation, delicious meals and spectacular scenery throughout, this
carefully paced tour offers a wonderful blend of nature, history, heritage and authentic Kiwi
experiences.
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Day 1 - Sat 5t Dec. (L, AT, D) Home to Taihape

An early morning departure from New Plymouth sees us travelling south to collect our Hawera
travellers before heading inland through the beautiful rolling countryside of the Rangitikei.

Our first special experience is a visit to the delightful Rangitikei Farmstay, where we are
welcomed with their renowned "Taste of New Zealand Farming" experience.

Enjoy a delicious buffet lunch overlooking the peaceful farm surrounds before joining a guided
tour of the property. Discover beautifully maintained country gardens, productive orchards and
vegetable gardens, learn about the workings of a modern New Zealand farm, visit the honey
operation and meet many of the friendly farm animals that call the property home. It is a
wonderful opportunity to experience authentic rural New Zealand at its very best.

This afternoon we continue to the magnificent Merchiston Homestead, one of New Zealand's
finest privately owned historic country homes. Built in the late 1800s and lovingly preserved
through generations of the McLean family, Merchiston offers a fascinating glimpse into New
Zealand's pastoral heritage and the lives of one of the country's pioneering farming families.

During our guided visit we explore the beautifully restored homestead, admire its impressive
collection of period furnishings, family memorabilia and historic photographs, and hear
captivating stories that bring the house and its history to life. Afterwards, enjoy time to wander
through the delightful gardens and expansive grounds, soaking up the peaceful atmosphere and
magnificent rural surroundings.

Later this afternoon we continue to the gumboot capital of New Zealand—Taihape—where we
settle into our comfortable motel accommodation.

This evening we gather for a delicious dinner at one of Taihape's highly regarded local
restaurants, providing the perfect opportunity to relax and reflect on our first day's discoveries.

Accommodation: Aspen Court Motel
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Day 2 - Sun 6% Dec (BF, L, D) Taihape - National Park

After an early breakfast we travel north to Waiouru, where a truly unforgettable experience
awaits. Today we have the rare privilege of joining the exclusive Kaimanawa Heritage Horses
Wild Horse Tour—an experience that only a fortunate few have the opportunity to enjoy each
year.

Travelling by specially authorised coach, we enter areas of the Waiouru Military Training Grounds
that are normally closed to the public. Before departing, we receive an informative safety briefing
and introduction to the history of both the military training area and the remarkable Kaimanawa
Horse population.

As we journey deeper into the spectacular landscape of the Kaimanawa Ranges, keep your
cameras ready as we search for family bands of wild horses roaming freely across the rugged
volcanic plateau.

Our knowledgeable guides help identify the various groups, including magnificent stallions,
protective mares, playful foals and inquisitive yearlings, while explaining the fascinating social
structure of these iconic horses.

Along the way we stop at a spectacular viewpoint where a Department of Conservation
representative shares the unique ecological history of this remarkable landscape and explains
the careful balance required between conservation and managing the wild horse population.

By lunchtime we arrive at the famous Kaimanawa muster yards, where we enjoy our packed
lunch while learning about the annual horse muster and the incredible work undertaken by the

volunteers of the Kaimanawa Heritage Horses organisation to protect these treasured animals.

There is also an opportunity to browse exclusive merchandise supporting the ongoing
conservation programme.

Throughout the day you'll enjoy incredible photographic opportunities against the dramatic
backdrop of Mount Ruapehu, the volcanic plateau and the vast open landscapes that few New

Zealanders ever get to experience.

Late this afternoon we return to Waiouru before travelling a short distance to National Park
Village, where we check into our accommodation.

This evening we enjoy dinner together at the popular onsite restaurant

Accommodation: The Park Hotel Ruapehu
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Day 3 - Mon 7t Dec (BF, L, D) National Park - Home

Following a relaxed breakfast, we make our way to the Tongariro National Park Visitor Centre,
where we discover the fascinating natural and cultural history of New Zealand's oldest national
park and our first UNESCO Dual World Heritage Area.

From here we travel to the spectacular Sky Waka Gondola, ascending the slopes of Mt Ruapehu
in comfort while enjoying breathtaking panoramic views across the Central Plateau.

At the summit we'll enjoy lunch at New Zealand's highest restaurant while taking in magnificent
vistas stretching across Tongariro National Park. On a clear day the views are simply
unforgettable.

After descending the mountain, we journey south down the scenic SH4, through native forest,
river valleys and picturesque farming country before arriving in Whanganui.

Our final stop is the beautiful Virginia Lake, one of Whanganui's most treasured gardens. Enjoy
a relaxing afternoon tea before taking a leisurely stroll through the elegant Winter Gardens,
where colourful seasonal displays provide a fitting conclusion to our tour.

With many wonderful memories, new friendships and plenty of photographs, we continue via
Hawera before arriving back in New Plymouth early this evening.
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TOUR COST:

> $1595.00
» $1785.00 single supplement

Tour Costs Include:

Rangitikei Farmstay Experience

Merchiston Homestead & Gardens Guided Tour
Kaimanawa Heritage Horses Wild Horse Tour
Tongariro National Park Visitor Centre visit

Sky Waka Gondola

Virginia Lake & Winter Gardens

All coach travel as stated in the itinerary.

Experience Tour Leader/Driver

Two course dinners every night.

Breakfast every morning (continental and/or cooked).
Lunch everyday

Morning & afternoon teas as stated in itinerary.

Twin share accommodation (or single accommodation available—contact office)
5-star quality tour coach.

Tour photos.
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